[Lipids and skin inflammation: role of phospholipases A2].
Phospholipases A2 (PLA2) are enzymes that catalyse the hydrolysis of glycerophospholipids at the sn-2 position, generating free fatty acids and lysophospholipids. At present, PLA2 family consists of 12 groups. PLA2 are involved in many pathophysiological processes such as barrier function, eicosanoid production, and inflammation. They are implicated in inflammatory diseases of the skin: psoriasis, eczema, atopy. The presence of PLA2 activity has been demonstrated several years ago, however the precise localization of all these PLA2 in the epidermis and its appendages has to be determined. Further studies have shown that these enzymes are expressed in various layers of epidermis. This differential localization suggests different roles for each PLA2 in skin physiology and during inflammation.